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A Day on Safari. 

Beginning at sunrise with a game drive in the cool morning air, every day focuses on spending 
 time with wildlife. Morning is a superb time to experience African wildlife as this is when the animals are  

most active, and the early sun promises beautiful light for photography. After an exhilarating morning, we return  
to a hearty breakfast. The mid-day hours allow time for relaxation, download and editing, one-on-one time 

with photo leaders, photo discussions or critiques, and, of course, a delicious afternoon luncheon. 

Later, as the sun arcs into gentler light, we gather anticipating our afternoon game drive. Our expert  
driver/guides are experienced spotters, finding wildlife and placing us in the best position to observe and photograph  

the action. Back at the lodge, hot showers await us, followed by cocktails and dinner. Perhaps the evening  
will be spent swapping tales around the fire and listening to the night sounds of the African bush around us,  

or maybe we’ll be marveling over our digital photos of the day’s many highlights. 

These days will be rich and full of wonder.



 
 

 
Wednesday, January 31 – Thursday, February 1 – Depart USA and Arrive Nairobi  
On arrival in Kenya, we’ll be greeted by our Micato Safari Director, and escorted to our hotel for  
an overnight at the elegant Norfolk Hotel, a Fairmont property. 
 
Friday, February 2 – Saturday, February 3 – Lake Nakuru National Park  
This morning we drive to Lake Nakuru National Park, located in central Kenya in the majestic  
Great Rift Valley. Lake Nakuru National Park is known for its healthy rhino populations amid its 
varied habitats, as well as bountiful waterfowl including white pelicans and flamingos gathering  
along the lake shores. We will spend two days exploring this park allowing you plenty of time to  
take advantage of the photo opportunities found here.  
 
Lake Nakuru was designated a Rhino Sanctuary in 1987. Now these impressive animals, both the 
white rhino and the endangered black rhino, roam this reserve. Here you will also see the 
endangered Rothschild giraffe, which has been thriving in this park after nearly facing extinction  
due to loss of habitat. Baboons, leopards, lion, Cape buffalo, and black and white colobus monkeys 
all inhibit this scenic park. Lake Nakuru, an important Ramsar wetlands site, is also home to over 
450 species of birds.  
 
Our home inside the park for two nights is Sarova Lion Hill Lodge, nestled into a landscape of 
Acacia woodlands rich with birdlife. The lodge is in an excellent location, close to the best wildlife 
viewing areas in the park.  
 
Sunday, February 4 – Wednesday, February 7 – Maasai Mara National Reserve  
Next we fly by private charter to the renowned Maasai Mara National Reserve. This is the Africa  
of your imagination. The Mara is considered the finest game sanctuary in Kenya, home to an 
astonishing number and variety of animals. Here the panoramas are vast. It is a country of rolling 
grasslands, dense thickets of scrub, and groves of acacia woodland where predators hide. Hippos 
and crocodiles bask in the sun along the Mara River. This is true big game country, and this area is 
the home of the BBC “Big Cat Diaries.” Here you may observe and photograph large prides of 
lions, and marvel at cheetah stalking the plains. Other inhabitants of the Mara include elephant, 
giraffe, buffalo, leopard, hyena, topi and gazelle. 
 
We’ll have four nights here at Little Governors Camp in lovely en-suite tents. Intimate in character, 
there are just 17 tents tucked around a permanent marsh that teems with animal and bird life. Don’t 
be surprised if an elephant wanders through camp, as that’s the nature of this very special place. 
While here, you may arrange for an optional early morning Balloon Safari. 



 
 
 
Thursday, February 8 – Friday, February 9 – Serengeti National Park 
From the Maasai Mara we fly by private charter to Kisumu and onward to the Serengeti National 
Park via Musoma, Tanzania. We arrive in time for an afternoon game drive. With its vast rolling 
plains, flat-topped acacias, and huge herds of wildebeest, zebra and gazelle, the Serengeti is just what 
you expect Africa to be. Every day, every game-drive and every horizon brings new, exciting, and 
unexpected encounters. There is simply no better place in Africa to find the big cats — lion, 
leopard, and cheetah. Lions and spotted hyenas are plentiful. Cheetahs are regularly sighted pacing 
the plains. Giraffe browse the tall trees. Topi, hartebeest, impala and Cape buffalo inhabit the 
woodlands, while bohor reedbuck and waterbuck linger near watercourses. The wealth and diversity 
of birds is just as staggering as the mammal population: ostriches, secretary birds, eagles, sunbirds, 
kingfishers, bee-eaters and the exquisitely colored lilac-breasted roller are all found here.  
 
Amidst the Nyarboro Hills in the south west of the Serengeti National Park is the Serengeti Sopa 
Lodge, overlooking the seemingly endless plains. Each room has its own private verandah and floor-
to-ceiling windows to view the diversity of wildlife that can be found from this tranquil oasis. With 
its year round water and acacia woodlands, this area is on the path of the annual migration of 
hundreds of thousands of wildebeest and other animals. 
 
Saturday, February 10 – Monday, February 12 – Lake Ndutu 
In anticipation of encountering the vast herds of the great migration, today we continue our 
exploration of the Serengeti Plains with a full day game drive to the Lake Ndutu region. Along the 
way, we’ll visit the remote Gol Kopjes area. These picturesque granitic outcroppings are a favourite 
haunt for lions and cheetah surveying the plains. 
 
Lake Ndutu sits in the heart of the short-grass plains of the Southern Serengeti, the calving grounds 
for hundreds of thousands of wildebeest. It is an incredible wildlife spectacle, and February is the 
optimal time to be there to witness the great herds! The amazing abundance of game makes this a 
perfect location for predators. During daily game drives, we’ll see and photograph a great array of 
species, and we anticipate encountering endless herds of wildebeest and zebra. 
 
Our lodge for three nights is Ndutu Safari Lodge, a favorite of professional wildlife photographers 
and film-makers for nearly five decades, simply because it’s one of the best locations for 
photographing wildlife, and experiencing the great migration. Built by legendary hunter George 
Dove in the sixties, Ndutu Safari Lodge still has the informal, intimate feeling of the original bush 
camp. Now, comfortable cottages have replaced tents, but the main buildings place no barriers 
between you and nature. 



 
 
 
Tuesday, February 13 – Wednesday, February 14 – Ngorongoro Crater 
Our expedition continues with a drive further into the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. En route to 
the Ngorongoro Crater rim, we’ll make a stop at the Museum and Visitor Center Museum at 
Olduvai Gorge, where many of the earliest known human fossils have been found. The verdant 
foothills of Ngorongoro are home to the Maasai people, where tribes live as they have for centuries. 
We’ll visit a traditional manyatta, or village, to meet these welcoming and beautiful people, and to 
enjoy their songs, dances, and learn about their lifestyle. 
 
Ascending into the cooler highlands, we arrive at the Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge perched on the  
rim of the world famous Ngorongoro Crater, our home for the next two nights. It’s a dramatic 
panorama and it is fantastic to enjoy evening cocktails with breathtaking sunset views across this 
UNESCO World Heritage site. Below, the expansive crater supports one of the densest populations 
of large animals on earth. 
 
The next morning we’ll journey by 4-wheel-drive vehicle to the floor of the crater to spend the day 
in what is considered one of Africa’s most incredible natural sanctuaries. The Ngorongoro Crater is 
a collapsed volcano of 102 square miles inhabited by lion, cheetah, hippo, hyena and elephant, as 
well as thousands of antelopes. Declared a sanctuary in 1928, the Ngorongoro Crater contains all of 
the “big five” mammals, including one of the last populations of black rhino in northern Tanzania. 
Diverse habitats of forest, swamp, grassland, and lake make it an exciting area to explore and an 
amazing place for photography. Afterwards, join your fellow travelers in celebration of a remarkable 
safari as we enjoy a final sunset over the Ngorongoro Crater. 
 
Thursday, February 15 – Friday, February 16 – Ngorongoro Crater to Arusha – Depart 
Kilimanjaro and Arrive USA 
Thursday morning we drive to Arusha. Individual dayrooms are reserved for us at the Lake Duluti 
Serena Hotel.  The rest of the afternoon is for shopping or just relaxing. This evening, we will be 
transferred to the Kilimanjaro International Airport for our flights home.  
 



 
 

Pre-Safari Extension to Samburu National Reserve  
January 28 – February 1, 2018 

 
Saturday, January 27 – Sunday, January 28 – Depart USA and Arrive Nairobi 
On arrival in Kenya, we’ll be greeted by our Micato Safari Director, and escorted to our hotel for an 
overnight at the elegant Norfolk Hotel, a Fairmont property. 
 
Monday, January 29 – Wednesday, January 31 – Samburu National Reserve 
This morning, we fly by private charter to Samburu. The Samburu National Reserve is a wild and 
less-visited region with great photographic opportunities. It boasts scenery and wildlife not found 
elsewhere in the south: reticulated giraffe, Somali ostrich, gerenuk antelope, and the endangered 
Grevy’s zebra. As the river curves through this arid landscape, forests of cool green attract a 
concentration of animals that is a gift for the wildlife watcher. Lured by the verdant river, elephant, 
cheetah, leopard, lions, oryx, impala, dikdik, waterbuck, crocodiles and a great variety of birds are all 
found here. 
 
Here, we will have the opportunity to watch a Samburu traditional dance performance where the 
long-limbed morans, or young men, dance by jumping high in the air from a standing position. After 
the performance, we will have a special opportunity to photograph these handsome Samburu 
dancers adorned with their colorful beadwork.  
 
Our home in Samburu is the luxurious Larsens Tented Camp, set on the shady banks of the Uaso 
Nyiro River running through the Samburu National Reserve. The river provides the perfect stage for 
the endless parade of wildlife, from the elephants in the shallows, to the vervet monkeys swinging 
playfully through the trees throughout our camp.   
 
Thursday, February 1 – Nairobi 
After an early wake-up call, continue exploring the park on an early morning game drive. Following 
breakfast, we depart and fly to Nairobi.  
 
This afternoon you are invited to lunch at Lavington, the home of Felix and Jane Pinto, your Kenya 
hosts and owners of Micato Kenya. This is truly a special afternoon. The house, high atop Lavington 
Hill, offers lovely views of Nairobi. The cuisine is superb, with all meats, vegetables and fruit 
arriving fresh from the Pinto farms. The chef, with over twenty-five years in service with the family, 
is well known for his expertise in Continental, Indian and Kenyan cuisine. This is a unique 
opportunity to experience Kenyan hospitality at its best. 
 
Later you may continue to Giraffe Centre, home to the African Fund for Endangered Wildlife, 
devoted to the preservation of the endangered Rothschild’s giraffe. You will have the rare treat  
of hand feeding these gentle giants, facing them eye-to-eye from an elevated viewing platform.  
 
Due to the limited availability for this extension, an early decision will greatly facilitate our ability to secure 
your reservation. 



 
LINDBLAD EXPEDITIONS PHOTO SAFARI to KENYA & TANZANIA 

With Jack & Rikki Swenson, February 1 to February 15, 2018 
 

January 28 – February 1, 2018 Samburu National Reserve Pre-Safari Extension 
 

Cost Per Person: (Safari limited to 18 guests)    Double Occupancy: $16,835 
Single Supplement: $1,180 

Optional pre-safari extension to Samburu National Reserve:   Double Occupancy: $4,475 
Single Supplement: $590 

Optional Hot Air Balloon Safari:      $490 per person 
 
15% deposit due to Micato Safaris five days after reservations are made. Second deposit of 40% is due 
September 3, 2017. Balance is due October 27, 2017. 
 
The following services and amenities are included in the Micato safari program: 
• The services of a highly trained Micato Safari Director and Lindblad|National Geographic Photo 

Leaders. 
•  Knowledgeable driver/guide in each vehicle. 
•  On safari – a private use safari vehicle, guaranteed window seats and access to pop-up roof hatch. 
•  Limit of no more than four guests per vehicle to allow more room for camera gear (safari vehicles 

normally accommodate six guests). 
•  Accommodations in deluxe hotels, lodges and tented camps, all with in room electricity for 

charging needs. Private day-use rooms in Arusha on the day of departure. 
•  All meals from breakfast on February 2, 2018 through dinner on February 15, 2018. Optional 

extension to Samburu National Reserve includes all meals from breakfast on January 28, 2018 
through dinner February 1, 2018. 

•  Four flights to enhance comfort and minimize lengthy drives: Nakuru to Maasai Mara; Maasai 
Mara to Kisumu; Kisumu to Musoma, Musoma to Serengeti. 

•  Special arrangements for this Lindblad Expeditions Photo Safari were made with the airlines to 
increase the amount of weight allowed per person from 33 pounds to 60 pounds on flights within 
Kenya and Tanzania included in this safari program.  

•  Vehicles equipped with: Binoculars (one for each guest); Ice chests with complimentary 
beverages; Safari library with wildlife guidebooks; Bean bags for photography. 

•  All gratuities, including Micato Driver/Guides, Safari Directors and Photo Safari Leaders. 
•  Pre-trip package including safari rolling duffle bags and other amenities.  
•  Authentic safari hat. 
•  Wildlife briefings conducted daily by Micato’s safari director. 
•  Visit to a Maasai village. 
•  Airport Arrival/Departure: Meet and greet upon arrival at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport; 

Transfers in both directions between the International Airport and Nairobi and Tanzania hotels; 
Baggage handling.  

•  Services of the Flying Doctors’ Society, an emergency airborne medical unit. 
•  All entrance fees to parks.  
• Government taxes, VAT and service charges relating to accommodation and included meals.  
•  All porterage throughout. 
 
Not included: Air transportation to and from East Africa; visas; personal items; Maasai Mara Balloon Safari. 



 
 

 
TERMS & CONDITIONS 

 
Cancellations:  Cancellations received prior to September 3, 2017 will result in forfeiture of the 
15% non-refundable deposit.  Cancellations received between 149 and 90 days prior to departure 
will be subject to a penalty of 35% of the total retail tour rate; 89 – 30 days prior to departure, 50%. 
Cancellations under 29 days prior to departure will be subject to forfeiture of the entire retail tour 
cost. Trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. 
 
Air Transportation: Your travel agent should arrange international flights or Micato can refer you 
to its preferred purveyor of air tickets. Internal African flights on safari must be purchased through 
Micato. 
 
Taxes: The tour program includes hotel taxes as imposed by city and state governments, entrance 
fees to National Parks and Game Reserves, and airport taxes for intra-country flights.  
 
Not Included in the Tour Rate: Costs of obtaining passports; visas; excess baggage charges; items 
of a purely personal nature, communication (calls, faxes, emails, etc.); international airport departure 
tax (to be paid in U.S. dollars or acceptable foreign currencies); excursions or deviations from the 
programme.  
 
Responsibility:  Taicoa Corporation d/b/a Micato Safaris, its employees, shareholders, officers and 
directors (collectively “Micato”) does not own or operate any entity which is to or does provide 
goods or services for your trip, including, for example, lodging facilities, transportation companies, 
local ground or safari operators, including, without limitation, various entities which may utilize the 
Micato name, guides, entertainment, food or drink service providers, equipment suppliers, etc. As a 
result, Micato is not responsible for any negligent or willful act or failure to act of any such person 
or entity. In addition, Micato is not responsible for any negligent or willful act or failure to act of any 
person or entity it does not own or control, nor for any act or inaction of any other third party not 
under its control.   
 
Without limitation Micato is not liable for any direct, indirect, consequential, or incidental damage, 
injury, death, loss, accident, delay, inconvenience or irregularity of any kind which may be 
occasioned by reason of any act or omission beyond its control, including, without limitation any 
willful or negligent act, failure to act, breach of contract or violation of local law or regulation of any 
third party such as an airline, train, hotel, bus, taxi, van or safari operator, local groundhandler or 
guide, whether or not it uses the Micato name, financial default or insolvency of any supplier and 
/or restaurant which is to, or does supply any goods or services for this trip. Similarly, Micato is not 
responsible for any loss, injury, death or inconvenience due to delay or changes in schedule, 
overbooking of accommodation, default of any third party, attacks or bites by animals, pests or 
insects, injury or death while on activities sponsored by lodging facilities or by other third parties, 
sickness, the lack of appropriate medical care, evacuation to same, if necessary, weather, strikes, acts 
of God or government, acts of terrorism, or the threat thereof, force majeure, war, quarantine, 



 
epidemics, or the threat thereof, criminal activity, or any other cause beyond its control. In addition, 
guest holds Micato harmless from its own negligence and assumes all risk thereof. 
 
The right is reserved to alter or cancel the itinerary, at Micato’s sole discretion, as it may deem 
necessary or advisable.  Micato reserves the right to decline to accept or retain any passenger on any 
of its tours if, in its sole discretion, it deems accepting or retaining any such passenger as being 
detrimental to the tour. In the event any passenger is removed from a trip, Micato’s only obligation 
is to refund to that person that portion of the payment allocable to unused services. 
 
Guests are urged to review the United States Department of State and Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s country specific information available at http://www.state.gov/travel and 
http://www.cdc.gov. 
 
Changes in the Responsibility clause can be made only in writing signed by an officer of Micato. 
 
Photography: Micato may take photographs or film of its trips and trip participants, and participant 
grants Micato express permission to do so and for Micato to use such for promotional or 
commercial use without payment or any compensation therefor. 
 
Unused Services: There are no refunds for unused portions of the programme. It is understood 
and agreed that refunds should not be made to passengers who do not complete the tour for any 
cause. 
 
Miscellaneous: Baggage is at “owner’s risk” throughout the tour unless insured. Air arrangements 
are based on December 15, 2016, airfares which are subject to change. Rates may vary accordingly. 
All airfares and conditions are subject to change.  All scheduled airline flights are occasionally 
subject to overbooking, delay or cancellation. If this occurs, Micato will use its best efforts to assist 
clients in finding alternative arrangements. Micato, however, is not responsible for any such events 
and the costs associated therewith.   
 
Binding Arbitration: Any and all disputes concerning this contract, the brochure or your trip shall 
be resolved solely and exclusively by binding arbitration according to the then current commercial 
rules of the American Arbitration Association. Any such arbitration will take place in New York 
City, New York. In any such arbitration, the substantive (but not procedural) law of New York will 
apply. The arbitrator and not any federal, state or local court or agency shall have exclusive authority 
to resolve any dispute relating to the interpretation, applicability, enforceability, conscionability or 
formation of this contract, including but not limited to any claim that all or any part of this contract 
is void or voidable. 
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