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DO YOU DREAM OF BEING ON SAFARI IN AFRICA? 

 
Time and again, Africa delivers incredible  
opportunities to experience and photograph  
an amazing array of wildlife, and to watch 
the interactions that make each day rich with  
variety and wonder.   

Eyes On Africa is delighted to present the  
2021 “Wildlife Paradise Photo Safari” with  
Jack & Rikki Swenson as your Photo Expedition  
Leaders. This custom itinerary has been designed  
for photographers or for anyone who loves to  
linger, observe and appreciate amazing wildlife.  
And all at stunning, luxurious camps and lodges.  

Each of these fantastic locations has been personally  
selected by Jack & Rikki for its variety of wildlife,  
birdlife, diverse settings, and excellent opportunities  
for experiencing big game. Imagine the breathtaking  
moments you’ll experience next to some of the most  
beautiful and powerful animals on the planet – lions,  
leopards, elephants, African buffalo – the warm, early  
morning light glinting in their eyes.  

Whatever your level of photographic experience and whatever camera you carry, from beginner 
compact camera to professional SLR, this safari will leave you with amazing memories and 
photographs from these exceptional wildlife parks and private game reserves in Africa. 
 

PHOTO SAFARI FEATURES INCLUDE:                

! Private Charter Flights connecting you directly between camps, all carefully scheduled to maximize  
your time in each private game reserve and wildlife concession. 

! Increased Luggage Weight Allowance allows you to bring important photography equipment  
and other gear. For 2021, the weight allowance is 72lbs, while typical southern Africa air safaris are limited to 44 lbs.  

! Limited Number of Guests Per Safari Vehicle on game drives so you are guaranteed an outer 
seat, and with extra space to accommodate your photo gear.  

!  Travel With Professional Photographers & Instructors, Jack and Rikki Swenson. 
Their timely suggestions and insights in the field, one-to-one mentoring back at camp, and impromptu photo 
discussions will be tailored to your interests and expertise. 

!  Special Photographic Opportunities – In addition to spectacular game drives, you will have use 
of special photographic hide and the option for breathtaking “doors-off” helicopter flight-seeing above the Okavango 
Delta. The Post-Safari Extension will offer daily water-based activities from your riverside camp location to view and 
photograph the abundant game and birdlife attracted to its shores during this dry season. 

!  The Benefits of Private Reserves include off-road driving for closer sightings and positioning for  
the best light, staying out for sunsets, and evening drives to find nocturnal species — all maximizing the quality of 
your time with Africa’s remarkable wildlife. And, all in luxury camps where you may just relax and enjoy the many 
amenities and stunning locations. 
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A DAY ON SAFARI 
On your “Wildlife Paradise Photo Safari,” before sunrise your morning wake-up call may be the roar of a lion, or a simple “good 
morning” call at your tent accompanied with hot coffee or tea. Freshly baked biscuits, or a light continental breakfast awaits you 
before you set out for your morning game drive in a 4x4 safari vehicle. An early start will put you in the best places to capture  
the dramatic morning light and maximize your time viewing wildlife. 

You might find a pride of lions finishing their feast from last night’s kill, a massive African buffalo rolling in billowing dust, or a 
large group of elephants arriving at the water’s edge. As shutters whir, your Photo Expedition Leaders, Jack & Rikki Swenson, will 
be providing coaching on composition, settings, and pointing out behaviors to watch for, to anticipate action. Depending on your 
encounters along the way, by mid-morning you’ll return to camp welcomed with a glass of freshly squeezed juice and brunch. The 
mid-day hours give you time to download images and relax. 

Before the afternoon exploration, you might choose to take a leisurely nap, a dip in the pool, read a book in the shade of your 
veranda or take time for one-on-one photo sessions, advice, or critiques with Jack & Rikki. At 3 p.m., the drums sound for tea,  
and shortly after, you set out into the bush in search of more wildlife. With the sun low over the horizon, your driver will pull over 
for photographs in the sunset light, along with “sundowner” cocktails. On the way back to camp, drivers use spotlights to locate 
nocturnal species, such as civets and genets.  

Back at camp, after a hot shower, a short stroll takes you to the dining area for cocktails, dinner and coffee by the campfire. Before 
dinner, a lively conversation about the day’s experiences, and perhaps an impromptu slide show or Q&A session with one of your 
safari guides or Jack & Rikki many be on the agenda. Finally, close the day with a bit of stargazing and dreaming of the 
adventures that await you tomorrow.  

 

YOUR PHOTO SAFARI LEADERS  
 
“Africa gets into your blood, into your dreams, into your soul. The wildlife sightings in South Africa, 
Botswana, and Zambia never fail to amaze me, to bring joy to my heart, and rejuvenate my spirit.” 

RIKKI SWENSON 

Since 1995, Rikki has travelled widely, beginning her work in the field of Expedition Travel for 
Lindblad Expeditions in 2001 as a founding member of their Photo Expeditions program. Since 
then she, along with her husband Jack, has been leading Photo Expedition voyages and small group 
Photo Safaris. In 2006, they offered their first Photo Safari in Africa and these programs have 
become her passion – 2021 will mark their 16th safari year and 33rd safari. A former graphic 
designer, avid traveller, and photographer, she uses her expertise to provide photographic 
instruction techniques for all skill levels. Year after year, Rikki continues to inspire travelers with 
her unique and creative ideas for sharing images from their travels. 

 
 
“In these special places where the animals far outnumber the few visitors, you’ll be mesmerized by the  
sights and sounds of Africa’s most dramatic big game, and you’ll have photo opportunities that’ll knock  
your socks off.”  

JACK SWENSON 
A professional photographer, expedition guide, and wildlife biologist for over 40 years, Jack  
has worked in the expedition travel industry since 1988. His background in natural history, 
photography and years of expedition travel experience have made him a mentor in Photo 
Expedition programs, help-ing others to capture great images from the world’s wild places.  
He has co-authored a photographic book on Baja California as well as a guide to killer whales in 
Alaska, and his photographs have appeared in publications worldwide.  
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BOTSWANA & SOUTH AFRICA   
DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 11 Nights/12 Days, August 19-30, 2021 

AUGUST 19-21: SABLE CAMP, MALAMALA 
PRIVATE GAME RESERVE, SOUTH AFRICA  
Note: A pre-safari night is not included due to varying arrival plans. 
We request that you stay at the O.R.Tambo International Airport 
InterContinental. On request, Eyes on Africa can book for you. 

On the morning of August 19, you will begin your safari in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, where you will be met and transferred 
to our private charter flight for a flight to MalaMala Private Game 
Reserve bordering Kruger National Park in South Africa. MalaMala 
is home to all the “Big Five”—elephant, African buffalo, lion, rhino 
and leopard—and they are all seen most every day. The reserve is 
renowned for its leopard population, and is one of the best places in 
Africa to see and photograph these reclusive animals. You will have 
three days with game drives, watching these beautiful cats along 
with a great variety of other wildlife—hippo, kudu, nyala, giraffe, 
zebra, wild dog, hyena. Here, you are sure to have impressive 
sightings throughout your stay.  

The oldest private reserve in South Africa, MalaMala shares a 12 
mile border with Kruger National Park. Located in the Sabi Sands 
Game Reserve, MalaMala encompasses a diverse range of habitats  
in its 33,000 acres. Game drives venture daily across the river into 
the vast tract of wilderness land that stretches undisturbed for 
miles. MalaMala was one of the first reserves to ban hunting, 
switching to a model of photographic safaris 50 years ago. As a 
result, many generations of animals have lived their lives 
undisturbed in the presence of vehicles, enabling the rangers to  
provide you with excellent close-up game viewing and photo opportunities.  

MalaMala Sable Camp looks out to the perennial Sand River, whose waters attract elephants and other game. Pathways 
wind through the camp leading to cottages tucked into the greenery. Massive trees and rolling green lawns are filled  
with birdsong. The camp is unfenced, an oasis in the midst of the bushveld, and in this dry season you will likely enjoy 
wildlife sightings from your private veranda or as you walk through camp.    MalaMala Sable  Camp  (B,L,D) 

 

MalaMala is renowned for its leopards. ©Jack Swenson 

               

You will be amazed at how relaxed leopards can be here.                       MalaMala maintains a healthy population of endangered white rhino.  
  ©Rikki Swenson                                                                                                             ©Jack Swenson 
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AUGUST 22-25: MASHATU  
GAME RESERVE, BOTSWANA 

This morning, following an optional morning game 
drive, board our private charter flight for our flight 
to the private Mashatu Game Reserve. Located in 
the remote eastern corner of Botswana, this 
enormous tract of semi-arid land comprises a 
wilderness of savannah, riverine forests, open 
plains and sandstone outcrops. Mashatu is home  
to seven of Africa’s giants: the African elephant, 
baobab tree, eland, ostrich, kori bustard, lion, and 
giraffe. It’s not the quantity of wildlife seen here, 
but the incredible quality of the sightings that 
make it such an excellent location. 

At this very dry time of year, animals are drawn to 
the small pools of water remaining in the river 
courses, where huge Mashatu trees provide shade 
for eland, kudu, impala, wildebeest, baboon and 
zebra, as well as numerous predators including 
lion, jackal and hyena. Cheetah and leopard are 
seen frequently in the reserve. After sunset, while 
returning to camp, you’ll look for nocturnal species 
like bat-eared fox, African wildcat, civet, genet, 
and springhare.  

A unique highlight at Mashatu is their sunken 
photographic hide. The hide puts you at eye level 
with wildlife, offering a great viewpoint for the 
range of animals that come to drink daily. 

Your home for the next four nights will be Mashatu 
Euphorbia Villas, a premier “Green” camp that 
blends luxury with conservation and sustainability. 
Amid a forest of euphorbia succulents, villas are set high on a cliff face with stunning views and each with a private 
plunge pool. Evening meals are enjoyed in the boma around a blazing fire, below the brilliant night sky.    

Mashatu Euphorbia Vi l las  (B,L,D)  

 
                          This arid habitat g lows in the evening light. ©Rikki Swenson 

 

  

                   Cheetah brothers scan the rocky hillsides for prey.© Jack Swenson 

 

 

A view from Mashatu’s underground Matabole Hide. ©Jack Swenson  
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Lilac-breasted rollers will dazzle you. ©Rikki Swenson 

 

Elephants from the air in the Okavango Delta. ©Jack Swenson 

 

 

Under pristine African night skies. ©Rikki Swenson 

 

AUGUST 26-29:  
CHITABE CAMP, 
OKAVANGO DELTA, 
BOTSWANA  
This morning you’ll fly from Mashatu  
to Maun, Botswana, then a brief flight  
into the Okavango Delta. The Delta is  
a pristine floodplain and river system  
in the Kalahari Desert, forming Africa’s 
largest oasis. This incredibly rich big- 
game area offers some of the best  
wildlife viewing anywhere in Africa. 

Chitabe private concession is an 
absolute favorite location of both 
photographers and top safari guides. 
You will have four nights here to 
explore this fantastic wildlife territory and to enjoy the stunning camp. Chitabe Camp is located on one of the most 
beautiful islands in the Delta. There is a great diversity of habitats, with open savannahs wrapping around islands of 
woodlands, permanent waterways, marshlands and seasonal floodplains. This variety ensures exciting game viewing, and 
Chitabe’s guide’s intimate knowledge of the reserve and natural history expertise make every game drive a pleasure. 
Here, you may also choose to take an optional helicopter flight over the Delta, “doors off” to maximize your views and 
photographic experience. This is a photo opportunity not to be missed!   

 

Lioness with suitor at sunrise. ©Rikki Swenson 
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Known as a fantastic place for watching lions and leopards, and you will also find African buffalo, elephant, zebra, 
baboons, cheetah, hippo, and giraffe, as well as spectacular birdlife: especially raptors. African wild dogs are regularly 
sighted, and typically den here, and in August, there is a good chance to see them with pups. The dogs have been 
studied in this area since 1989 and Chitabe Camp has been actively involved in their conservation.  

Chitabe is a luxurious tented safari camp built 
along a raised boardwalk so wildlife can move 
freely through the camp. Each tent’s verandah 
looks out over the open savannah and wildlife  
is frequently in view. Chitabe’s friendly and 
outstanding staff enriches everyone’s experience 
at this camp.   Chitabe Camp  (B,L,D) 

 

AUGUST 30: MAUN, BOTSWANA, AND 
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS HOME  
After a morning game drive, for those heading home today, brunch 
will be served at camp before boarding your late morning flight to 
Maun to connect with international flights home. (B)  

Please Note: We do not include the flight from Maun to Johannesburg in the program cost to allow for variations in departure 
plans, but Eyes On Africa will be happy to book this flight for you. If you would like to add on a personal extension to Victoria 
Falls, or beyond, that may also be booked through Eyes On Africa.  
  

    
Wild dogs are frequently seen at Chitabe Camp. ©Jack Swenson                              Observing powerful predators up close. @Jack Swenson 

  
Magnificent fish eagles ply the permanent waterways of the Delta.  

©Rikki Swenson  

 

Early morning spent with lion cubs. ©Jack Swenson 
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OPTIONAL SAFARI EXTENSION: 

LOWER ZAMBEZI NATIONAL PARK, ZAMBIA  
5 Nights/6 Days – August 30-September 4, 2021 

AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 1: CHIAWA CAMP  
SEPTEMBER 2-3: ANABEZI CAMP 
Following breakfast at Chitabe Camp, we will board our private charter for the brief flight to Maun to check out of 
Botswana. From there we will continue on to Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia. After clearing customs and immigration, 
in Lusaka, we will board our flight into the Lower Zambezi National Park.  

Bordering 75 miles of the Zambezi River, the 
Lower Zambezi National Park is a magical 
environment for wildlife viewing and 
photography. The area is a stunning mosaic of 
islands, lagoons and floodplains attracting a 
huge variety of wildlife. Here you will spend 
your time both on land and on the water. The 
diversity of activities offered makes the Lower 
Zambezi an exceptional location for new 
experiences during your days in Africa, and to 
expand on your photographic opportunities.  

Leopard and lion sightings here are fantastic, 
and your expert guides’ abilities to track these 
top predators is quite impressive. With a very 
healthy leopard population, game drive 
sightings here can offer some of the very best 
views in Africa of these elegant and reclusive 
carnivores. With large herds of African buffalo 
and elephant, prolific hippo, over 
300 bird species, gigantic baobab 
trees and magnificent stands of 
acacia, the Lower Zambezi 
National Park is one of Africa’s 
most superb safari destinations.  

In addition to game drives, you 
will have opportunities daily for 
outings by boat and canoe on  
the Zambezi River (they paddle, 
you relax, enjoy, take photos), 
offering fresh perspectives for 
photographing wildlife, including 
elephant, waterbuck, crocodile, 
African buffalo, hippo, 
spectacular kingfishers and lovely bee-eaters. Afternoons are frequently spent on boats exploring among the grassy 
islands. There is a very peaceful quality found on the river as you drift past wildlife, perhaps while enjoying an evening 
“sundowner.” 

You might choose to take a bush walk with a naturalist guide and Zambia park ranger (conditions allowing). Or, if you 
want to try your hand, the fishing is great. Tiger fish is a specialty and will be in season. 

Our revised itinerary will take us to two camps in different areas of the park—Chiawa Camp in the western region for 
three nights, and Anabezi Camp, approximately 26 miles to the east, for two nights. This will give us a wider range and 
variety of territory to explore in the Lower Zambezi National Park than we have ever offered on previous safaris.  

 

Leopard activity is frequently seen in the Chiawa area. ©Jack Swenson 

 

 

Hippos are found in abundance in the Lower Zambezi River. ©Rikki Swenson 
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Elephants drink, bathe, and cross the Zambezi River. ©Rikki Swenson 

 

Fishing for tiger fish at Chiawa Camp. ©John Mosley 
 

 

Massive Nile crocodiles bask on the riverbanks. ©Rikki Swenson 
 

 

Special lunchtime guest at Chiawa. ©Jack Swenson 

From the airstrip we will journey by boat upriver to arrive 
at our first camp, the award-winning Chiawa Camp. With 
gorgeous new guest tents, the lodge rests peacefully along 
the riverbank in a grove of acacia and mahogany trees.  

Elephants and other game are frequently found in the 
shady environment of Chiawa Camp. Elephants walk the 
paths without disturbing the stones that line it. Hippo, 
African buffalo, baboons, vervet monkeys and other 
animals move freely through the area. The sights and 
sounds from your own deck may be a special delight.  

From Chiawa Camp, our transfer downstream to  
Anabezi Camp will be by boat, and our views are likely  
to be filled with prolific sightings of hippos, crocodiles, 
elephants, as well as a variety of birdlife.  

Anabezi Camp is also a luxurious tented camp with tents 
set in a grove of winter thorn acacia trees, looking out to 
the Zambezi river and floodplains. The pathways are on 
elevated boardwalks allowing wildlife to move freely 
below. The views from camp are wonderful, including  
the view of the river from their swimming pool. Game 
viewing opportunities are similar to Chiawa, but the 
territory may allow us some unique wildlife sightings. 

At both Chiawa and Anabezi, tents are elevated on wood 
platforms, with a raised deck, private veranda, and en-
suite facilities. Plus, all tents have a private dipping pool 
to cool off in during the heat of the day. Guest tents are 
large, lovely, and luxurious with all the amenities you 
might want on your safari.  

Chiawa Camp (B,L,D)  
Anabezi Camp (B,L,D) 

SEPTEMBER 4: LUSAKA, ZAMBIA, AND 
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS HOME 
Following our morning activities at Anabezi Camp, we will 

board our private charter flight back to Lusaka where you will connect with your later afternoon and evening 
international flights home. Dayrooms are included for any travelers who will be on evening flights. (B)  

Please Note: Prior to booking international flights homeward, please contact Nicky Glover at Eyes On Africa to check camp 
departure time for same day connections on September 4. If you would like a private extension to Victoria Falls or elsewhere,  
Eyes On Africa will be happy to assist.  



For More Information, Please Contact Nicky Glover at Eyes On Africa — Nicky@EyesOnAfrica.net, or 1.773.799.9768 10 

 

 
 
ON SAFARI WITH EYES ON AFRICA AND  
PHOTO EXPEDITION LEADERS JACK & RIKKI SWENSON 
For more information please contact Nicky Glover at Eyes On Africa,  
via email Nicky@EyesOnAfrica.net, or by phone at 1.773.799.9768 
 

WILDLIFE PARADISE PHOTO SAFARI  
BY PRIVATE AIR 
BOTSWANA & SOUTH AFRICA • AUGUST 19-30, 2021 
Extension to the Lower Zambezi National Park, Zambia – August 30-September 4, 2021 

 
 
EXPEDITION INFORMATION  
Main Program 
Capacity: This expedition is limited to 14 guests 
Dates: August 19-30, 2021 
Costs: $23,915 USD per person based on double occupancy 
Single Supplement: $4,075 USD 

Optional Chitabe Camp Helicopter Flight 
Half Hour Flight: $400      One Hour Flight: $670 

Post-Trip Extension 
Capacity: This extension is limited to 10 guests 
Dates: August 30-September 4, 2021  
Post-Trip Extension: $10,685 USD 
Single Supplement: $320 USD 

International Airfare  
If you would like assistance in booking your air arrangements, please feel free to call Nicky Glover at Eyes on Africa 
directly at 773-799-9768, or email nicky@eyesonafr ica.net .   

Physical Requirements  
You must be in good health and prepared for travel in places without medical facilities, be mobile, and able to climb  
into and out of private aircraft and safari vehicles. You should be capable of walking moderate distances at an easy pace 
and over rough terrain, and be able to withstand hard riding four-wheel-drive vehicles on dirt roads or rough, bumpy 
ground. While Southern Africa has a somewhat mild climate, weather can get hot and cold with average temperatures 
ranging between 60 and 90 degrees Fahrenheit. In general, you will most enjoy the opportunities this expedition has  
to offer if you are willing to dispense with a few Western amenities and travel with flexibility and a spirit of adventure. 

Special Luggage Allowance on all Photographic Safaris  
Your private aircraft specifications and safety measures require that each passenger carry one piece of soft-sided  
luggage and carry-on with total weight not to exceed 72lbs. To facilitate traveling light and efficiently, laundry services 
are included at key stops. 

Private Air Schedule and Aircraft  
Each private flight schedule may include unscheduled stops due to the lack of infrastructure in parts of Africa, as well  
as other factors such as weather or fuel availability beyond the crew’s control.  

PLEASE NOTE: As this is an Eyes On Africa 
operated safari program, discounts and travel 
vouchers will not be available for this safari. 
We respectfully recommend that you book 
your safari directly with Nicky at Eyes On 
Africa as she can most effectively plan all 
aspects of your travel and any extension 
requests as well. 
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The flight schedule can change at any time should security or other issues arise, and we urge travelers to remain flexible 
in the face of such possibilities. The type, model and registration of the aircraft used on each trip can also change. 

Main Program Cost Includes  
All internal air in Africa including JNB/ MalaMala, MalaMala/Mashatu, Mashatu/Maun, Maun/Chitabe, Chitabe/Maun;  
all accommodations, safari activities, transfers as indicated in the itinerary; all meals; applicable park & conservation  
fees; services of Expedition Leaders; professional naturalist guides in each safari camp and lodge, local drinks (except 
premium brands) at all camps; laundry at all camps, all gratuities for local Driver/Guides, camp/lodge staff. 

Main Program Cost Does Not Include  
International airfare into Johannesburg, South Africa (where the trip originates) and out of Maun, Botswana (where  
the trip ends); required COVID testing, helicopter flight-seeing option at Chitabe Camp; personal expenses such as mini 
bar and room service charges; souvenirs and telephone/fax charges; excess baggage fees; travel and personal insurance; 
passport, visa, and inoculation fees; meals, drinks and activities not indicated in the itinerary; gratuities to Expedition 
Leaders. 

Optional Post-Trip Extension Includes  
Air transfers from Maun/Lusaka, Lusaka/Chiawa, Anabezi/Lusaka; accommodation; all meals; safari activities, and 
transfers as indicated in the itinerary; local drinks at Chiawa Camp (except premium brands); laundry; services of 
Expedition Leaders; professional naturalist guides in camp; applicable park & conservation fees; all gratuities to local 
Driver/Guides, camp/lodge staff. 

Optional Post-Trip Extension Does Not Include  
International airfare out of Lusaka, Zambia (where the trip ends); required COVID testing; personal expenses such as 
souvenirs and telephone/fax charges; excess baggage fees; travel and personal insurance; passport, visa and inoculation 
fees; meals, drinks and activities not indicated in the itinerary; gratuities to Expedition Leaders. 

Deposit and Final Payment  
A deposit payment of 35% of the Trip Cost is required to confirm your reservation on the trip. Final payment is due no 
later than 8 weeks before the departure date.  
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